
 Time required: 30 minutes 

The Enormous Potato 

Written By Aubrey Davis and Illustrated by Dusan Petricic 

Instructional Steps Pre-reading Script and Detailed Description Nutrition Learning Objectives 
Hold up the book in front of the class and ask these 

questions before beginning to read: 

 

 
 

Read aloud is to be done in a group setting for 

example during “circle time.” 

1. Look at the front cover while 

pointing to and saying the title The 

Enormous Potato (This is the name 

of the book). 

2. Point to and say the author’s name 

Aubrey Davis (this is the person who 

wrote the book). She is re-telling an 

old folk tale called the “Giant 

Turnip”. 

3. Point to and say the illustrator’s 

name Dusan Petricic (this is the 

person who created the pictures) 

“There are many different ways to 

create a picture…crayons, paint, 

pencil, construction paper, 

photographs, etc. This person 

illustrated the book with a pen and 

water color paints” 

4. Point to the giant potato which is 

being held up by several people and 

animals.  Ask if this is a book that 

gives information or true facts (non-

fiction) or a made up/ pretend story 

(fiction). 

5. While looking at the front cover, ask 

the students what they think the book 

will be about.  
a. A very big potato 
b. People and animals 

 

 

Instructional Steps During Reading Script and Detailed Description  
Start reading page 1-2 Define potato EYE 

 

Parts of a potato. 



Read page 3-6 Define ENORMOUS 

 

 

Read 7-8 Ask: Where is the potato? 

Potatoes are ROOT VEGETABLES. Potatoes 

grow underground. 

 

Vegetables that grow underground are called root 

vegetables. 

Read 9-10 Ask: Why do you think he is calling his wife? 

 

 

Read 11-14 Ask: Do you think the dog will help pull? 

 

 

Read 15-16 Point to each character as you read, pausing 

slightly to encourage a read-along. 

 

 

Read 17-18 Point to each character as you read, pausing 

slightly to encourage a read-along. 

 

 

Read 19-20 Point to each character as you read, pausing 

slightly to encourage a read-along. 

 

 

Read 21-26 Point out the people and animals feeding each 

other potato. 

 

 

Read 26-28 Move to Post Reading Steps 

 

 

 

 

Instructional Steps Post Reading Script and Detailed Description  
After reading the book ask these questions to the class: Ask: Do you think a potato could grow so big 

that it could feed a whole town? 

Review the order of the characters as they 

appeared in the story.   

a. Farmer, wife, daughter, dog, cat, 

mouse 

Ask: Why are potatoes called ROOT 

VEGETABLES? 

a. Potatoes grow underground 

 

Read Aloud Strategies: 



• If a child interrupts with a question, distinguish if it is helpful to their comprehension or not.  In cases of a relevant question 

say “That’s a good question, lets answer it at the end of the book!”  If interruptions are permitted then encourage students to 

stay on task and talk about the current topic/book. 

• Use enthusiasm when reading with fluctuation and giving the characters a distinct voice  

• Follow the words with your finger as you read. 

• Encourage students to look at the illustrations and find things that correlate with the words.  Illustrations can also help the 

students predict what will happen later in the book. 

• Help the students to identify a personal experience or link an experience with the story. 

• Teach new vocabulary and help the students learn the meanings by providing a simple definition and/or example. 

 

 

New Vocabulary and Definitions 

Potato Eye pg. 1 an undeveloped bud (as on a potato) 

 

Enormous pg. 5 suggests going beyond the usual limits in size, amount, or degree 

 

Root pg. 5 an underground plant part especially when fleshy and edible 

 
*www.wordcentral.com (Merriam-Webster's site for kids has a student dictionary) 

 

http://www.wordcentral.com/

